AP World History Exam Information

As part of the document-based question exercise, students will be asked
to explain the need for an additional type of document(s) to answer the
question more completely, and this may involve discussing what relevant
points of view are missing from the set of documents. The explanation of
at least one additional source must show the student’s recognition of the
limitation of the given documents and the reality of the types of sources
available from the past.
Below is the generic scoring guide for the document-based question.
Generic Core-Scoring Guide for AP World History
Document-Based Question
Basic Core: Competence
1.	Has acceptable thesis.

Points
1

Historical Thinking Skills Assessed
→ Argumentation
→ Depending on the topic of the question:
• Historical Causation
• Comparison
•	Patterns of Continuity and Change
Over Time

2.	Addresses all of the documents and
demonstrates understanding of all or all
but one.

1

→ Use of Historical Evidence

3.	Supports thesis with appropriate evidence
from all or all but one document.

2

	[Supports thesis with appropriate
evidence from all but two documents.]

(1)

→ Argumentation
→ Depending on the topic of the question:

4.	Analyzes point of view in at least two
documents.

1

→ Use of Historical Evidence

5.	Analyzes documents by grouping them
in two or three ways, depending on the
question.

1

→ Argumentation
→ Use of Historical Evidence
→ Depending on the topic of the question:

• Historical Causation
• Comparison
•	Patterns of Continuity and Change
Over Time

• Historical Causation
• Comparison
•	Patterns of Continuity and Change
Over Time
6.	Identifies and explains the need for one
type of appropriate additional document
or source.

1

→ Argumentation
→ Use of Historical Evidence

Subtotal

7

Essay as a whole:
Synthesis
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Expanded Core: Excellence
Expands beyond basic core of 1–7 points. A
student must earn 7 points in the basic core
area before earning points in the expanded
core area.

Points
0–2

Historical Thinking Skills Assessed
→ Same skills as noted in basic core
→ Other historical thinking skills may be

demonstrated depending on the question and
the documents

Examples:

→	Has a clear, analytical, and
comprehensive thesis.

→	Shows careful and insightful analysis of
the documents.

→	Uses documents persuasively as
evidence.

→	Analyzes point of view in most or all
documents.

→	Analyzes the documents in additional
ways — groupings, comparisons,
syntheses.

→	Brings in relevant “outside” historical
content.

→	Explains why additional types of

document(s) or sources are needed.

Subtotal

2

TOTAL

9

Note that the sample document-based question below was administered on
the 2010 AP World History Exam.
Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying
Documents 1–5. (The documents have been edited for the purpose of this
exercise.)
This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand
historical documents. Write an essay that:
• Has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with evidence from
the documents.
• Uses all of the documents.
• Analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate
ways as possible. Does not simply summarize the documents
individually.
• Takes into account the sources of the documents and analyzes the
authors’ points of view.
• Identifies and explains the need for at least one additional type of
document.
You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the
documents.
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